OUT and ABOUT 

Meet Ben Qarke, International Oarsnan and foniBr Notting- 
hanahire Gomty Rower. At present Ben is heavily involved 
in the Nottingham Lesbian & Gay Youth Organization \diich 
he helped to found about a year ago. ’’Adolescence was a 
difficult enough time for me vdth all the pressures to con¬ 
form frcm family, school and friends. Knowing that I ves 
gay and that there were others around like me was a real 
confort, but it took sometime to make contact with others. 
”I hope the knowledge that we now have a group in the city 
will be a stepping stone ”. Ben enjoys the open air, 
plays guitar and writes and is also a member of the City 
Council’s newly formed Lesbian & Gay Sub-Conmittee. 

(Further details of NLGYO from Box 11, Conmunity Groups 
Centre, 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, (SAE please). 
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(LESBIAN/GiSy ISSU^) 

Ref: CE/5918 P0L£ll,582 £ 12,645 or pro-rata 

This vost is a new initiative and is considered 

particularly suitable for Job Sharing. 

The postholder/s will have general responsibility 
for the prcnotion, development and implementation 
of the City Council’s Equal Opportunities Policy 
with a specialist responsibility for Lesbian and 
Gay Issues and Rights, which are an integral part 
of the Council’s Equal Opportunities Policy. 
IXities include research, a continuous review of 
Council policies, advising on Lesbian and Gay 
issues, contributing to the development of train¬ 
ing progranmes and representing the City Council 
as required. 

fb specialist qualifications are required.,^ How¬ 
ever, the successful applleant/s, will have direct 
personal knowledge and experience of discrimi¬ 
nation against Lesbians and Gays, and also ex¬ 
perience of working directly with the Lesbian and 
Gay cemnunities. 

Knowledge of and a full comnitment to the prin¬ 
ciples of Equal Opportunities will be considered 
an important pre-requisite for the post. 


Application forms & further details from the 

Personnel Manager, City Secretary’s Dept,,The 
Guildhall, Notfin^ fcl®!. Tei:(0e02) 418571 

ext. 4624. Qosing date for 
applications: 31st May, 1965 . 

City of Nottingham 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 



Applications are mkom from cw did Ha mgihfc tt of rice, cuKure, 
»x, maritai status, sexual orient i t Mi and pIryM dsabily. 





DERBY GREEN LANE GALLERY 
Sunday Lunchtime venue - 12-2pm. 
Bar. Parking. Light classical music 




gay info gay info 

ADMIRAL DUNCAN, 74 Lower Parliament Sq. 

5 Tel: 502727. New venue for hi-energy discos 
Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sats, 7-10.30pm FREE . 

ASTORIA , Greyfriars Gate, Broadmarsh, 
Tel: 580555, First Monday, monthly 
disco, £3.00 entrance. 

THE FORESTERS . St. Ann St, (back of Victoria 
Centre. Attractive, cosy, mixed - noisey darts 
match Mondays - lesbian/gay with friendly at¬ 
mosphere. 

GATSBY ’ S , Huntingdon Street, Tel: 
55323, Formerly Central Tavern, Not¬ 
tingham’s main gay pub, busy weekends. 
THE MANOR , Albert Rd, West Bridgford, (off 
Central Avenue), 816662. Large, comfortable 
disco, mainly lesbians, Saturdays, 8-Midnight, 
’felden Oldies” selections. Doors close lOpm. 
Manor Qub entrance. 

bolts at Easy Street, Masonic Place, 
Goldsmith Street, Tel: 472525. 

Wednesday disco, 9pm-2am, laser-lit 
club, £2.00 + free membership then 
£1.00, (Bolt’s members £1.00). 

PART II^MSCD , Robert ffouse, Canal Street, 

TgI! 558866, Well equipped disco, high—oiergy 
jl'bd-Sat, 9.3C)pm-2am; Siffiday 9.30pm to lam. 

’Blues Club (leather & denim) meet 1st Fri¬ 
day every month. 

PAGES OF FUN, 147 Radford Road, Hyson 
Green, Gay Bookshop specialises in 
new and back issues of gay publications; 




Copy deadline: lOth May. :3end to GAY NOTTINGHAM, Box 11, c/o 118 Mansfield Road, Nottingham. ^ 


Printed by Nottingham 
ConmLinity Arts Centre, 
Kyson Green, 
Nottinghar. 




^>DON’T WASTE 
t%3YOUR VOTE! 


In May 1983, Nottingham Citv laboiu' Parly, pnjmistxi, if ekx-led, 
that they w^uld figlit on oiir si(b cind give gay men rUid lesbLias 
a share of the cake. And they hive kept the^ir wrd, so f^ir, ajKl 
got on with the job without luss. 

Only this montli, a lesbians cind (lav SuIM./xmiittee was .st't u[) 
to act as a watchdog for our interests, will meet nonthly. 
lesbians cind g 3 y men sit on this Cfiimittee along with ccHjjKTllors 
cis advisc^irs to tell the Citv 0 ,uik il whu it sh ould ie doing. 

And in May, tlie CouiK'il is to ap{x)inL an LjUcil 0|)pr)rtunities 
Officer for lesbicin and Cay Rights to help Improve the qmlity of 
lile for all of us (sec advert on kick [oge). 

Ik^wever, .Viottingham s Conservative ^'oiincri 1 lors kave refused 
to take up tfieir tv>x) places on tfie new ('orrmi 11 ee. Ibre ctre some 
corrments frcm three of 


(jJk, JIHN' (ARIER ((onservat ive Skiduw (Ivair of Fkjual 
0ptx)rtunit ies Comittee cind a memler ol Nottingkim 
Sanariuins) ’MHIY M\Y SEE THPMSHA’RS AS DFTOVTP BIT 
ne ARi: nit (K NT IRIORm UST’ (Evening Post 28.1.85). 

(UR. ALFRFI) STONF: ((ON'.) ’TUSF: PRHi:: 7\RE Lm)PR.^ATF;. 

WE KNCA-; THEY ITCIST AM) NO (KE SHdUD SET 01T TO LVRRi: 

THEM”. (Eveni ng Post 8.3.85). I 

QiR. BlIL RRADBIRY ((xanservat ive 5^id(Av lecider) 
aaKFKVAJTVFF kHL (I)NTM!E TO SPEAK (IT /UALNST HU(;iF>; 

K)R A lESBIAN AND GAY SGlKTItOTTEE AND A (AY - 

AH (]N THE RATESI (('oaservative Grrxip's Newsletter, 
December, 1984). 

This is what Oanservat ive City (x)Lincilk)rs are saving atxniL 
lesbians and gays continualIv. The*y conveniently torget tkat w 
pay our rates which go tow<irds providing tlie services which wr- 
•^vave paid tor, and which tfie Conservatives would deny us il we 
• f-)ted them in. There is no reason to beJ ievx^ that it tk^y we're' 
returned to ixawer in tiie Count y (buncil ek'd ions on Miy 2n(l 
that they would be any different frxjn their City (ounter[)a.rts. 

Two years ago a liibour candidate wio stood as an ’out’ gay 
man was elected to the City fbuncil. His election was helped 
by lesbians ^1 gay men turning uit to the polls and using their 
voting power. YQlf have the power to cixxxse wfio wi 11 test serve 
.our interests. But you cMily get the charxe to have your say 



COUNCILLOR 

ACQUITTED! 



r 


Forest Fields Councillor Richard Mc.Chnce 
had his court case delayed recently be¬ 
cause of his mother’s hearing iid, 

Nbgistrates at Rugby where the 
councillor was facing wilful obstruction 
charges, had to stop the trial when Mrs. 
Mc.Cance’s hearing aid started making a - 
high-pitched squeal. And the prosecution 
even accused her of trying to tape-record 
the trial ’mtil she explained she was deaf. 

The interruption came during thb xour- 
hour hearing which ended with the Notting- 
hame Councillor being found not guilty of 
the charges. 

”It was clear from the start that the 
police were lying when I was croas-€xamin- 
ing them and the magistrates realised this. 
They claimed that I was sittii^ in the rood 
and though this ves beicked by another 
constable, when pressed they could not pro¬ 
duce any evidence of this,” said GUr. He 
Cance.. 

He vyas one of eighteen pan ple 
last November at a rally in 
ting at the %ry (jouncil’s dftHarfgn 
gays from comcil enpLo yn e a t. 















































SETTEESBUREAUSSIDEBOARDSDININ 
GTABLESCHAIRSWARDROBESBEDSDRE 
SSINGTABLESTALLBOYSCOFFEETABL 
ESSCREENSSTOOLSARMCHAIRSPLANT 
STANDSCABINETSLINENBOXESCHEST 
, SBOOKSHELVESDESKS 


Radford Mill Norton st. 

(off Ilkeston Rd - Canning Circus end) 

Nottm. 780554. 


MONDAYS 

TUESDAYS 

WEDNESDAYS 

THURSDAYS 

FRIDAYS 

SATURDAYS 


Closed 
10 - 6pm 
10 - 6pm 
10 - 7pm 
10 - 7pm 
10 - 6pm 


OUROBOROS 

37a MANSFIELD ROAD 
\ OPPOSITE VORK HOUSE 


WHOLEWHEAT PASTA 

VEGETABLE OILS 

> 

PORRIDGE 
MONEY • ' * 

BROWN RICE 
NUTS AND SEEDS 
WHOLEWHEAT FLOUR 


WHOLEFOOD 



TELEPHONE; 

NOTTINGHAM 4I90U 

COLLECTIVE 


WHOLEWHEAT BREAD 
PEANUT BUTTER 
DRIED FRUIT 
MUESLI 
GOATS MILK 
SEA VEGETABLES 
RENNET-FREE CHEESE 



PLUS A WIDE SELECTION OF JARRED HONEYS. HERBS AND 
SPICES. BREWING MATERIALS AND COOKING UTENSILS. 

WORKERS' CONTROL NOT 
CONTROL OF WORKERS 




BLACK AND GAY 


On Tuesday the 8th January we had the first 
Black Lesbian and Gay Men’s meeting in 
Manchester, that I can ever recall at least. A 
successful meeting by any standard. Given 
the enormous social difficulties faced by 
black gay people it is often difficult to bring us 
together under a specific title ie. Black Gay 
Group or Black Lesbians and Gay Men’s 
caucus, or any other such label. 

Being our first meeting there were some plain 
ordinary practical considerations to be met. 
We had first to decide on the location of our 
next meeting. Although very grateful to the 
management of the Rembrandt Hotel we 
decided that the Manchester Gay Centre 
would be a more suitable spot in the future. 
We decided to meet on a monthly basis and 
chose the first Thursday of each month to do 
so. 

Advertising was also an important 
consideration. We all realised that there 
could be a little difficulty in reaching a lot of 
Black Lesbians and Gay men. Although there 
are guite a few Black Lesbians and Gay men 
using the conventional Gay scene. It became 
apparent that, for reasons known only to 
themselves, a significant number of them rest 
their priorities on other aspects of their lives. 
There are also many Black Lesbians and Gay 
men who are not even aware that any such 
gay scene exists and are confined to chance 
sexual encounters within their usual 
heterosexual environment. So we felt that 
advertising must have a high place in our 
activities,'at least in our early stage of 
development as a group, in the usual fomis 
ie. Posters, the Press, leaflets, word of mouth 
etc. 

At the present time the City Council has an 
Equal Opportunities policy operating, which, 
naturally, is attracting a lot of attention from 
the gay community as a whole. At our 
meeting we came to the conclusion that in the 
various meetings held, committees formed, 
there are sections of the gay community 
which are not'included. There have been few 
young people, few old people and few black 
people involved in these matters. We felt if 
these sections of the gay community are to be 
properly represented, this situation has to be 


amended. In so far as Black Lesbians and 
Gay Men are concerned we feel that our 
active involvement is a must. 

It was the necessity for our involvement in this 
Equal Opportunities business that initially 
encouraged the setting up of these meetings. 
Yet the need for such a group as ours in 
Manchester has, t feel, been necessary for a 
long time. 

Many black gay people find that to live out 
their homosexuality, either in secret or in 
public, have to remove themselves (to some 
degree) from the black community. An 
uncomfortable step, since any “cultural 
peculiarities’’ find no expression in the 
predominantly white gay scene. Any “cultural 
peculiarity’’ has either to be suppressed or 
become the object of entertainment, not 
necessarily of ridicule but nevertheless 
removed from the natural position these 
“cultural peculiarities’’ have in our lives. 

Ideally being Black Gay people together 
allows us to express ourselves however we 
wish to rather than how we are expected to. 

The size of this city and consequently the size 
of the black community within it is not large 
enough for a commercial black gay scene to 
develop. The predominantly white gay scene 
is our only gay scene. I am not suggesting 
that black gay people are particularly 
dissatisfied with this setting. What I am trying 
to point out is that there are Black Lesbians 
and Gay men who socialise in a majority of 
black heterosexual world. It can be and is 
very uncomfortable to enter into a new social 

scene (albeit a gay one) wnere you expect 
not to see one black face. A Black Gay group 
can and does provide that stepping stone. 

There are many other aspects to being black 
and gay. There are also many other functions 
of a Black Gay group. Many of them will 
surface, naturally, to meet the requirements 
of the members of the group as the group 
natures. There is racism and sexual 
exploitation issues which carry heavier 
political connotations. These may or may not 

be issues faced by the group as a whole, but 
at least the arena is now there to do so. 

Ihis article first appeared in 
Peter Nevins MANCUNIAN GAY, 
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